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MINISTER’S LETTER 

BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 
‘… remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said,  
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”’ (Acts 20:35) 
  
The month of October sees the change of scenery as the cornfields become bare or 
filled with bales of hay as corn is gathered into the garners after the harvest.  It is also 
the month when harvest festivals are celebrated in thanksgiving for the harvest. 
Readings from the Psalms usually feature in the services with their beautiful prose 
‘The Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it...’ (Psalm 24:1); ‘He makes grass grow for 
the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate – bringing forth food from the earth: wine 
that gladdens the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread that sustains his 
heart’ (Psalm 104:14-15). This is usually followed by the reminder not to forget to be 
thankful (Deuteronomy 6:10ff) 
 
One of the most memorable sponsored charity bike rides in Israel out of the seven 

that I have participated in in that country went from Dead Sea to Red Sea. Previous 

bike rides had gone through Galilee and what a contrast between the Sea of Galilee 

and the Dead Sea! The Sea of Galilee is a freshwater lake about 13x8 miles and a 

maxim depth of 44 metres. It is quite picturesque, has 24 species of fish including the 

most famous tilapia also known as St Peters fish!  It is teaming with life and beauty 

and especially at the  source of the River Jordan near Mount Hermon, flowing into the 

Sea of Galilee and continuing to the Dead Sea. From the Sea of Galilee water is 

pumped from it across the whole of Israel via “movil haartsi”- the National Water 

canal. The whole country is a network of water canals supplying water making Israel, 

which would otherwise be a semi-desert, an exporter of fruit and vegetables. By 

contrast, the Dead Sea receives water but does not pass it on. It is many times larger 

and is 35% salt; no fish, no animals, no plant life but evaporates 7 million tons of 

water. It is useful in its mineral resources, but cannot support life and is rather sad to 

behold. 

The root meaning of the Hebrew word “blessed” is “happy”.  As I reflect on the  
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WORSHIP IN  OCTOBER 

2nd Oct 10.30 am Mr Michael Prince        

    6.30 pm Chapel Allerton  Methodist Church 

9th Oct 10.30 am Mr John Summerwill 

    6.30 pm Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

16th Oct 10.30 am Mrs Florence Doku   

    6.30 pm Trinity United Church  Circuit Service  

23rd Oct 10.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion  

    6.30 pm Revd Robert Creamer 

30th Oct 10.30 am Revd Daniel Mwailu   Baptism 

    6.00 pm St Andrew’s Church   Ecumenical Service 

contrast between the two seas I find a spiritual lesson that there is happiness in 

giving. Those who receive and give are happier than those who receive and keep. 

God called Abraham and said “I will bless you so that you can bless others”. The call 

of Abraham is the call of every Christian, “blessed to be a blessing”. As we celebrate 

harvest this year, may we be reminded of the words of Jesus “it is more blessed to 

give than to receive”.  

Daniel 

THOUGHTS TO PONDER 

No one need search for a programme of action or a crusade. The world and 
suffering humanity create the agenda for those who have eyes for human misery, 
ears for the stories of oppression and degradation and hearts to respond to the 
distress of our human family.  

Basil Hume 

Action springs not from thought, but from a readiness for responsibility. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
Published simultaneously in the magazines of our Covenanting Churches, St Andrew’s 
URC and St Edmund’s CoE 
 
How did your prayer for making a new little change throughout September go?  Well 
however it went the good news is that it can continue through October too.  

Think about those you know who scurry around silently in the background doing all 
those unseen things for others. Think about those who always have a kind word for 
others, those who are so appreciative of the contributions of others in their lives. 
Think about those who shout and announce their presence, those who always claim 
the credit. Those who complain perpetually, those who are unable to accept. Think 
about those you would rather not know, whose behaviour may or may not be criminal, 
but with whom you would want no association. 

Michaela Youngson wrote an ‘Uncomfortable Grace’ 

(Substitute your own words in each section, they may even be specific people, and 
pray God’s Grace  each day as you use it) 

Generous God 
It is comforting to know that despite 
All my weaknesses and all my strengths, 
You love me and offer me as much as those I hold in high esteem. 
No more and no less. 
Such is grace. 
 
Generous God, 
It is less comforting to know that all those people I resent; I fear; 
I judge to be racist, sexist, homophobic and unworthy, 
Are offered the same love. 
No more and no less. 
Such is grace. 
Amen 

Praise the Lord, all you nations! 

 Extol him, all you peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love towards us, 

 and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever. 

Praise the Lord.  Psalm 117 
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SONGS AND STORIES OF COURAGE AND CONSCIENCE. 

Human beings are a hostile and belligerent species. In the course of the 20th Century 

we killed more of our own kind than in all the previous centuries combined. The essen-

tial message of Jesus is seen as one of non-violence and peace (notwithstanding the 

overturning of the money changers’ tables and passages such as Matt 10:34, ‘Do not 

think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but 

a sword’). Regrettably, the history of the Church over the centuries has been one of 

war, often pursued with great cruelty and barbarity. 

Nevertheless, there are important questions to be answered. For example, whether it 

is morally right to use violence to correct injustice and defend the weak and defence-

less if we are in a position to do so. One approach on the part of the Church has been 

to develop the doctrine of the just war. In its essentials it says that war should be 

something of last resort, that the reasons for going to war should be in accordance 

with international law, that the end result should not be disproportionate to the thing 

you are trying to put right. It accepts that there are times when it would be wrong to 

go to war and that there are things that it would be wrong to do even in a justified 

war. In the conduct of the war steps should be taken to protect the innocent. Finally, 

at the end of the war, the enemy should be treated justly and fairly. Any settlement 

should not be vengeful or vindictive and crimes committed in the prosecution of the 

war should be tried and punished in accordance with established rules of justice. 

Seen from today it is questionable whether the bloody conflict of the First World War 

was necessary and whether it could not have been avoided. There were certainly peo-

ple at the time who felt it was wrong and being fought for the wrong reasons. Many of 

these people stood out against it with great courage and at great personal cost.  This is 

the story of some of them. The Free Range Choir is used to singing songs of justice and 

peace.  On Sunday 6th November at 3.00 pm in Lidgett Park Methodist Church, Free 

Range will give a concert of the songs that inspired war-resistance in 1914-1918. In 

addition, everyone gets a chance to sing some of the songs that are set to popular 

tunes.  The music is interspersed with an illustrated presentation on the diverse stories 

of the conscientious objectors given by Clive Barrett, Chair of the Peace Museum. Alto-

gether, the occasion will be informative, entertaining and inspiring. The proceeds will 

go to support our chosen charities for this year, Christian Aid’s work with women and 

children in Central America and Leeds Autism Services. 
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One hundred years ago, in 1916, Clifford Cartwright was 21, a Leeds man working in 

the printing industry. That year, with rocketing First World War casualty rates, the 

Government introduced compulsory conscription into the army.  Clifford was a 

member of the Churches of Christ, and took his religion seriously. “Realising the 

futility of war and its opposition to the teachings of Christ”, he decided to oppose the 

war entirely, and to refuse conscription regardless of the personal consequences for 

himself. He was an “absolutist” who wouldn’t even do non-combatant work in a war 

he believed was wrong.  As a result, he was arrested and imprisoned with other 

“conscientious objectors” (COs) in Richmond Castle in Swaledale. Their fragile graffiti 

can still be seen on their cell walls. 

That graffiti is extraordinary. It shows what inspired the COs, whatever their 

backgrounds or beliefs. Some were motivated by religion and wrote verses from their 

favourite hymns, urging them to stand fast to what they believed in. Some were 

socialists, opposed to the war for political reasons, seeing imperial powers grabbing 

land and arms manufacturers making profits; they sang and wrote “The Red Flag”. 

Others were moved by poetry and song showing that true patriotism meant standing 

up for social justice and peace. 

There were over seventeen thousand conscientious objectors in the First World War. 

Many faced terrible conditions in prisons and work camps. Clifford Cartwright was in a 

small group taken from Richmond to France; on the way they sang at the station to 

keep up their spirits, they sang on the train and sang more on the boat. They were 

tortured by the army, but stayed firm to their belief that the war was wrong. They 

even faced a death sentence, subsequently commuted to hard labour. Back in Britain 

many were sent to brutal work camps. Clifford spent the rest of the war in Winchester 

prison, then an Aberdeen work camp, then Wakefield prison.  

From a personal point of view, I am not a pacifist and believe that there are some 

occasions when it is right to defend ourselves and also others who are being subjected 

to violence and intimidation. Both my grandfathers fought in the First World War, but 

the decisions of “patriotic” politicians from 1914 led to millions of people dying for a 

few metres of mud. Arguably the terms on which the peace was arranged laid the 

seeds for the conflict of the Second World War. Perhaps the conscientious objectors 

got it right, that one’s patriotic duty was to resist the war and to stand up for justice 

and peace. Come to the concert and see what you think.  Stan Pearson 
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We seem no sooner to be writing about Summer holidays than the first of the Autumn 
leaves are falling and October is upon us once again!!  One of our past luncheon club 
members, Jessie Potts, a member of St John’s congregation, had her 100th birthday on 
10th August.  I was privileged to celebrate with Jessie at Dyneley House Residential 
Home, Chapel Allerton, where Jessie now lives.  She enjoyed her day with her family 
and friends and we all admired her Birthday Card from The Queen!  God bless you 
Jessie! 

We had a very successful and well attended coffee morning held on Saturday 
September 17th for St Gemma’s Hospice.  Many thanks to all who came and supported 
us and made the event SO worthwhile.  I will let you know next month the total raised 
for St. Gemma’s as the money is still coming in. 

Our next coffee morning will take place on Sat November 19th, from 10am to 12 
noon, so please make a date in your diaries now!!    

This will be our Christmas Fayre where we will have our usual cake stall including 
Christmas cakes, bric-a- brac stall, bacon butties on sale etc. plus Christmas cards for 
sale and other Christmas goodies; please come along and join us if you can. The 
money raised at this event will be for our Chapel funds so we do hope you can support 
us.   

Ann Johnson, Thorner Methodists’ Senior Steward . Tel: 2893532. 

THORNER BROADSHEET 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP  

Meeting in the Community Hall on alternate Thursday evenings at 7.45 
pm.   Interesting Speakers, refreshments and a very friendly get-together.  Please 
come along and join us, even if it's for just one subject that you might like to hear 
about. 
  
13th Oct.    Dr.John Rhodes and Mrs Iris Rhodes talk about "Mercy Ships".   They  
  may bring items to buy so perhaps bring your purses. 
  
27th Oct.     Hilary Brockway, a friend of Marion Bright, will be speaking about the 
  work of "Age UK". 
Secretaries Lynne and Anne 
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NUMBER QUIZ (see page  27 for answers) 

All the answers to this quiz are associated with numbers. 

1.   How many Beatitudes are there in the Sermon on the Mount? 

2.   Number of times Scotch whisky is distilled. 

3.   Joseph Heller’s masterwork. 

4.   How many roads must a man walk down? 

5.   How many Beverley sisters? 

6.   How many Everly brothers? 

7.   How many Trumpton firemen? 

8.   The number of Roman numerals. 

9.   How many children are in The Famous Five? 

10.   Ain’t got nothing but love babe, ---- days a week. 

CONGRATULATIONS. 

We  give our congratulations to  Charles on his 50th  

birthday. The picture shows Charles celebrating in the 

coffee after Morning Worship by sharing his cake with us 

all. He has been a regular member of our congregation for 

a long time and it was wonderful to join him in this way. 

Thank you to Kathy Benson for the cake. 

Ed. 

NOTES TO THE MILKMAN 

Sorry not to have paid your bill before, but my wife had a baby and I’ve been 

carrying it around in my pocket for weeks. 

Please leave no milk today. When I say today I mean tomorrow, as I wrote this note 

yesterday. 
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BOOK REVIEW – CONVICTIONS by Marcus Borg 

Marcus Borg was one of the world's best selling writers on theology and theological 
issues. At the time of his early death in January 2016 at the age of 72, he held the 
position of Distinguished Professor in Religion and Culture ( Emeritus ) at Oregon State 
University in the USA. Marcus, as he preferred to be addressed, travelled widely 
around the world and North America expounding his ideas on the liberal Christianity 
that he had come to adopt. He was a wonderful teacher and communicator, having 
that rare ability of being able to explain complex arguments in simple and clear 
language. A few years ago I attended a one-day conference led by Marcus Borg at St 
Marks Church in Sheffield and experienced, at first hand, his communication skills. 

In the preface to his final book Convictions he stressed that although the book was 
personal, it was, at the same time, more than personal. Personal, in the sense that it 
was the product of turning seventy and reflecting about his life at that milestone – 
reflections that included memories, changes in beliefs, and final convictions. More 
than personal in that many of the changes in attitudes and beliefs that had occurred 
in his own life he considered to be also important for many other Christians. 

In the book, Borg likens his faith development to that of being on a challenging but 
interesting journey – a journey with obstacles and challenges to be met, but with 
answers ( sometimes short lived ) to be found. He then proceeds, chapter by chapter, 
to outline how his reading, thinking and interchanges with other thinkers led him from 
the rigid ( and sometimes judgemental ) Lutheran background in which he was brought 
up, to the more liberal and tolerant Christian position in which he stood within the 
American Episcopal Church at the time of his death. 

To give a flavour of the coverage of this ' easy to read ' but challenging and thoughtful 
book, I will simply set out the headings of some of its eleven chapters :- Faith is a 
journey: God is real and is a mystery: Salvation is more about this life than an afterlife: 
Jesus is the norm of the Bible: The Bible is political: To love God is to love like God. 
Although challenged by many of the thoughts and ideas set out in the various chapters 
of the book, after reading it  I felt more sure of  what Christianity, as taught by Jesus, 
was all about. 

Marcus Borg was a prolific writer whose books have sold over a million copies in 
English alone, and whose words have helped many thousands of Christians on their 
spiritual journey, as well as keeping many within the church who would otherwise 
have left it. Among his other best known, and most influential, works are :- Meeting 
Jesus Again For The First Time: The God We Never Knew: The Heart Of Christianity: 
Jesus: Reading The Bible Again For The First Time. In addition Marcus wrote three 
excellent books with Dominic Crossan including :- The First Christmas and The Last 
Week. 
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All of the above books, as well as Convictions, can be highly recommended – by me!
However, I should add that a number of people that I know personally have been 
uplifted, as well as challenged, by their contents. There is no reason why you should 
be different!  

Convictions. Marcus Borg. SPCK. 2014. 

ISBN  978 0281 073122. 

Gerry Leake 

FLOWER FESTIVAL –some more photos. 
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THE FOLLOWING IS NOT TO BE MISSED (personal recommendation—ed). 

Every time there is a delicious selection of cakes and scones as well as proper coffee 

which you can have in a variety of styles. Look out also for the sessions which offer 

bacon butties and baked potatoes. People from all over the village attend, not just 

from the church. Ed. 

SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH 

CAFÉ MORNING 
10am-12.30pm 

October 18th   Toasties 

November 15th   Soup 

December 13th   Christmas Fare 

CAPTION COMPETITION. 

We have a new 

member of the church 

walking group shown 

on the last walk 

alongside Peter Harper 

our leader. Rumour has 

it there might be some 

connection with Peter. 

Any suggestions? Ed. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR MOUTH  

Once upon a time, an old man spread rumours that his 

neighbour was a thief. As a result, the young man was  

arrested. Days later the young man was proven innocent. 

After being released he sued the old man for having 

wrongfully accused him. 
 

In court the old man told the Judge. "They were just comments, 

didn't harm anyone." 

 

The Judge, before passing sentence on the case, told the old 

man. "Write all the things you said about him on a piece of  

paper.Cut it up and on the way home, throw all the pieces  

of paper out. Tomorrow, come back to hear the sentence." 

 

Next day, the Judge told the old man,"Before receiving the  

sentence, you will have to go out and gather all the pieces of 

paper that you threw out yesterday." 

 

The old man said, "I can't do that! The wind spread them and 

I won't know where to find them." 

 

The Judge then replied, "In the same way, simple comments 

may destroy the honour of a man to such an extent that one is  

not able to fix it. If you can't speak well of someone, rather don't 

say anything. Let's all be masters of our mouths, 

so that we won't be slaves of our words." 

With thanks to Ray Mouncey 
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Mrs D’S DIARY – a trip around the world continued. 

Australia Continued – The Train 

“We are on the train” – how many times have you heard that spoken over someone’s 

mobile phone. Well, we are actually on the train – the Indian Pacific. We left Sydney 

at 3 pm and were treated to a champagne reception. Haydn began to think that may 

be the train journey wouldn’t be so bad after all. 

The first part of our journey took us through the blue mountains, described as the 

most scenic part of the trip. No doubt it was but as the whole area was covered in 

mist we were not in a position to judge. After dinner our hostess, Kelsey, wished us a 

bumpy night’s sleep. We thought this was an Australian way of saying have a good 

night’s sleep – wrong! She meant it literally and boy was it. Thank goodness we had a 

bed. Haydn would never have survived on the top bunk. 

We had a very early morning’s start as Haydn was going on the excursion to Broken 

Hill, leaving at 6.30 am. Broken Hill, doesn’t it just conjure up a certain image – dusty 

mining town, windswept streets and high temperatures. Apparently, that is exactly 

what it was like. The temperature was heading towards 90˚ even at 6.30 in the 

morning. Shacks, trucks, pubs, orange coloured roads, it was all there. There was 

even a dust storm that brought a sudden end to the visit. Haydn remarked on how 

rarely does image and reality combine as is had done here. Yet one of the fellow 

travelers found it a sad place. He had worked in Broken Hill in the 1950s and was 

upset to see how run down the town had become. 

Our next stop was Adelaide – nicknamed the square city – so called because the city 

architect who planned its roadway network believed in symmetry so the main 

thoroughfares run either North-South or East-West. There are areas of large parkland 

in the city, all of them square in shape with roadways around the edges. The streets 

were wide and lined with trees. We were informed it was the most English-like of the 

Australian cities. 

Many of the buildings were constructed using stone because there was no readily 

available source of wood. One advantage of stone is that it lasts so the city has been 

saved from the grasp of developers and it means there are few high rise buildings. 

Many of the original 1830s houses and city buildings are still lived in and give 

Adelaide its characteristic old worldly feeling. The city is divided by the river Torrance  
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and like the rest of the city it is beautifully maintained. The streets are swept at least 3 

times every week and every effort is made to keep cars out of the city centre. 

There are large car parks at the edges of the city, fees are minimal and commuters can 

travel free of charge into the city on production of their car parking ticket. The city is 

shortly to extend its tram network and will soon have driverless trains. 

Talking of trains, while we were enjoying the trip around Adelaide our own train was 

being serviced. Dinner was provided for passengers at various eateries around the city 

and to Haydn’s delight our venue was at the National Winery Centre. Our 10 dinner 

companions provided us with a snapshot of “the modern traveler”. One lady was 

visiting an old friend she had known for 78 years. Another couple were celebrating 

their golden wedding. We, no spring chickens either, were just visiting while we were 

still able to do so. We rejoined our train and had a much smoother ride that night. 

“I’ve seen a kangaroo; I’ve seen a kangaroo!” I exclaimed joyfully, and I had. We were 

now travelling through the Nullarbor Plains. One of the reasons why Haydn did not 

want to travel by train across Australia was the thought of 2 days traversing the desert, 

which he thought would be dull and uninteresting. It was neither. The plains had had 

no rains for years yet the vegetation survived, not just the ugly green tufts we saw 

everywhere, but areas of colourful petit flowers in a varying array of colours. Animals 

too survived and indeed thrived. Sheep, cattle, Emus and, of course, kangaroos, only 

humans apparently found life difficult here. 

I am in disgrace this morning. I messed up the 1 ½ hour change so we arrived for 

breakfast at 7.30 am only to find it was actually 6 am. As luck would have it we were 

not the only ones and our hostess had the coffee brewing just in case. We stopped 

very briefly at a small hamlet named Tarakawa where the train delivers mail and 

essential supplies. There are about 20 people who live here and in this isolated place 

they have a surfeit of trains. It is the one place where the north-south train (the Guam) 

and the east-west train (the Indian Pacific) cross. 

In the afternoon we stopped for an hour at a place called Cook where there are only 4 

inhabitants, 2 families living side by side miles away from anywhere, whose job it is to 

service the trains during their twice weekly stop. The vegetation around Cook had 

changed dramatically. No vegetation at all, just the blue/green tuft-like bush named 

“the blue bush”. The weather changed too; it became overcast and the temperature  
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began to drop. We were promised a dinner under the stars tonight. Well, there were 

no stars. It was cold and very windy. We were very late arriving for our dinner, so the 

barbequed food was somewhat overcooked. However, it was the first and probably 

last time we will dine on a sheep station. Next stop Perth. 

 

Perth. 

Boy oh Boy it is hot in Perth, 38˚C. However, it is not particularly humid, which makes 

such a difference. With only one full day in Perth we asked our Australian travelling 

companions if there was anywhere we should visit. To a man they recommended 

Fremantle. So we caught the ferry from Perth to Fremantle. The ferry followed the 

course of the Swan River until it reached the Indian Ocean. Fremantle has had a 

somewhat chequered history, occupied by the Dutch, then the French and, finally, the 

British. In the heyday of the passenger liners it was the first port of call in Australia. It 

was the first sight for the £10 Pommes arriving in the 1950s, but it had declined rapidly 

once air flights took over from the passenger liner as the main means of travelling to 

Australia. 

Its revival began in 1983 as a result of an event happening many thousands of miles 

away (no, I don’t mean the birth of our daughter Claire). In 1983 the longest unbroken 

sporting winning streak was ended when Australia won the Americas Cup. Legend has 

it that should the cup ever be removed from its plinth in the New York Yacht Club to be 

given to “the challenger” it would be replaced by the head of the captain of the losing 

American team. However, as Dennis Connor, the losing American captain helped 

regain the cup a few years later presumably he did it with head attached. The winning 

Australian team’s home yacht club was in Fremantle and so the next Americas Cup 

races were held there. It suddenly dawned on the state and federal governments that 

the rundown port of Fremantle needed a makeover and a huge amount of money and 

resources poured into the port. 

The planners went for restoration rather than reconstruction and we were delighted 

with the result. We strolled around the city centre with its low rise Victorian or 

Edwardian style buildings. Being a Sunday the place was heaving and had a vibrancy 

that was not entirely due to the beer festival which was being held on the esplanade 

by the harbour. There was a trio playing jazz, a group singing modern music and the 

streets thronged with people. There was a weight lifting competition taking place in  
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the market square. The whole place was alive with activities. We were so glad we had 

spent the day in Fremantle. 

Well, life has its little ironies doesn’t it and we were about to experience one. While in 

Fremantle the temperature had risen and it was close to 40˚C by the time we returned 

to our hotel. That, as it happened, was the exact temperature in our hotel room, ex-

cept in our case it was 40˚F. It was freezing and the air conditioning was spewing out 

cold air for all it was worth. Try as he might Haydn couldn’t fix it so a succession of peo-

ple arrived in our room, twiddled a few knobs, sadly shook their heads and disap-

peared. Finally, along came the manager explaining there was nothing that could be 

done. They could not switch off the air conditioning unit as it was on a central system 

which would leave all the other residents without air conditioning and as we might 

have noticed it was quite hot outside (we had). 

They could not move us to another room as the hotel was full. The best they could do 

was supply us with blankets and a fan heater. Haydn did suggest moving our bed out-

side onto the balcony – look of horror, they could not do that, royalty was in town and 

due to visit this evening. One wonders if Haydn’s suggestion would have been vetoed if 

royalty (the Prince of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall) hadn’t been in town. So there 

we were in our winter coats, blankets on the bed and a fan heater going full blast. We 

now knew how Scott must have felt; let’s hope our outcome is more positive. It was 

and we left Perth early next morning for the long flight to Hong Kong. 

Our lasting memory of Australia is the kindness and openness of its people – and boy 

can they drink – yet we saw no yobish behavior and little evidence of drunkenness. 

Either their beer is very weak or they are so used to it that it has little effect on them. I 

doubt we will be back, but we were glad we had been. 

Jennifer  

PLEASE NOTE 

Hazel Walton has asked for people to be reminded  that her contact details are 
now: 
45, North Park Avenue, LS8 1HS. Tel: 0113 3454005. 
 
Ann Johnson asks me to point out that the Harvest Lunch at Thorner in the list of 
dates for 2017 shown in the September Link, because of lack of space, is for mem-
bers of the congregation only. Ed. 
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WHAT IS THE POINT OF METHODISM?  

An eight-part series on Methodist identity today by John S. Summerwill 

8. Do we still know who we are? 
 
A decade ago two ministers, Martin Wellings and Andrew Wood, made a study of 
training materials used in Methodist Sunday schools, membership classes and local 
preacher training, and reading lists for ministerial candidates and probationers, since 
the 1930s. They found a strong but changing sense of Methodist identity. In the 
membership materials 'the overwhelming sense is of a Trinitarian, practical, inclusive 
and exploratory theology.' The local preacher courses in each generation sought to 
address what were perceived as the current intellectual challenges to Christianity. 
'Attuned to the general theological climate of the day (or sometimes the day before 
yesterday), with a faint and fading tinge derived from the Wesleys' they became 
progressively less Methodist. Their summary conclusion is: 

 'At its best, this theology has been practical, attuned to contemporary 
concerns and ready to learn. At its worst, it has been an anaemic partner of 
the spirit of the age, marked by a progressive attenuation of anything 
distinctively Methodist.'  

 
Another study, by Philip Richter, found that some of the means by which Methodist 
identity can be transmitted and preserved lack distinctiveness. In its use of hymnody, 
for example, Methodism uses less of Wesley nowadays, and The Methodist Worship 
Book seems to privilege more high church traditions within Methodism. Richter said 
that the Methodist newspapers and magazines have a very limited circulation; 
Methodist Conference reports can be dry and inaccessible to the average reader; the 
Methodist Church website is less effective in expressing denominational identity than 
that of the Church of England; Methodism has few schools, no one set pattern for 
preparing individuals for reception into full membership, and lifelong learning 
opportunities are not Methodist-focused. Even the ordained ministers cannot be relied 
upon to be key agents in promoting denominational identity because some have 
switched from other denominations and initial ministerial training is often ecumenical. 
Richter's analysis does not make encouraging reading, but it will be easily recognised 
by Methodists as a fair summary of many of the practical ways in which opportunities 
to recognise, reflect on, develop and strengthen a sense of Methodist identity and 
purpose are being lost. 
 
Jonathan Dean's reminder of the importance of the tradition is valuable here. In the 
2007 Fernley Hartley Lecture Dean argues that Methodism is in danger of losing its 
institutional memory, rejecting its own story, and thereby losing the knowledge of its 
own identity, as tragic as the loss of memory and of identity in those afflicted with 
dementia in old age. He writes of Methodism's 'discomfort with the past', a 'collective  
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amnesia.'  He wishes Methodism to rediscover its Methodist identity as a contribution 
to the renewal of ecumenical effort. He sees the need for Methodism to rediscover, 
reevaluate and carry forward Methodist tradition creatively in the same way as it 
interprets scriptures in new ways appropriate to the age. This is what Wesley did 
himself. He was a reinterpreter of the traditions he inherited. It is highly significant, in 
Dean's view, that Methodism  

'is not, at root, an import from the purer Protestant air of Geneva or Zurich 
and Strasbourg; neither does it grow from impulses within the Church of 
England to greater doctrinal exactitude or rigour. It arose, rather, happily 
imbibing the unusual catholicity of the Church of England.'  

 
There were aspects of Wesley's teaching that carried the Reformation even further, 
but Wesley also drew on older sources, patristic and eastern, that enriched and 
enlarged his understanding and contributed particularly to his distinctive emphases 
on catholic spirit, on inward holiness and on frequent Communion. Most important of 
all was his utter rejection of Calvinism and embracing of Arminianism. Dean concludes 
that what Methodism can also contribute to an ecumenical church is a focus on what 
is important, not the relatively unimportant issues about church structures, 
episcopacy or beliefs about the eucharist. 
 
Conclusion 
In this series I hope I have shown that there is something distinctive about 
Methodism, albeit it is not easy to pin it down because Methodists do not all think 
alike or express their spirituality in the same way. Methodism, for all that it likes 
order and regulation, is a movement that tolerates diversity and aspires to be open-
hearted, open-handed and open-minded to all of humanity, and perceptive of the 
work of God that goes on outside Methodism as well as within. Methodists have what 
they think of as a common-sense approach to religious belief, practice and lifestyle, 
stemming from their recognition of reason and experience as important authorities to 
be considered along with scripture and tradition. It puzzles them that this middle-of-
the-road, broad-minded Christianity, which seems to be consistent with Jesus' way, is 
not as popular or attractive as more extreme forms of Christianity, and saddens them 
that much anti-Christian polemic today seems unaware that an amicable, rational, 
liberal, contemporary, inclusive, socially responsible form of Christianity exists. They 
hope to see Methodism renewed and growing again, but do not know how to effect 
it.  
 
Some see Methodist tradition, especially its style of worship and use of Wesley's 
hymns, as part of what holds Methodism back and desire a completely contemporary 
Methodism to appeal to contemporary people. Methodism's thinkers, though, hold 
that what is most distinctive and valuable about Methodism is its unique blend of  
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traditional and modern, its comprehensiveness, its ability to be all things to all people. 
For Methodism to grow it needs not to forget its past but to rediscover it and to find 
new ways of strengthening Methodist identity. The 'Catch-22' for Methodism is that 
the catholicity that is so fundamental to its identity tends to challenge any distinctive-
ness in its identity.  
 
It is easy to talk ourselves into depression about the future of our church, our denomi-
nation and the Christian tradition in Britain. There is no point in doing so, for we can-
not change processes that have been going on for centuries in the western world. 
What we can do is treasure what we have and leave a good legacy in the hope that a 
new generation will find it and appreciate it. We can offer it as our contribution to the 
wider Church. Whether our future lies in independence or in a marriage with other 
churches, or even in some at present unimaginable coalition with completely different 
faiths, there is no need for us to lose the distinctive inheritance and identity which has 
come to us from the Wesleys and their spiritual descendants. It would be tragic for 
Christianity if we did. 

 
The Church of God, in every age 
Beset by change but Spirit-led, 
Must claim and test its heritage 
And keep on rising from the dead. (F. Pratt Green) 
 

For further reading: 
Here are some books that discuss in depth ideas and issues I have mentioned in this 
series: 
 
Kenneth Cracknell (1998) Our Doctrines: Methodist Theology as Classical Christianity 
Cliff College Publishing. ISBN 1-89836-219-X  
Jane Craske  & Clive Marsh  (eds) (1999) Methodism and the Future: facing the chal-
lenge. Cassell. ISBN 0-304-70589-6  
Clive Marsh et al (eds) (2004) Unmasking Methodist Theology. Continuum. ISBN 0-
8264-7129-3  
 
All of these can be found in the Circuit & Preachers’ Library in the Circuit Office. They 
are classified at 287 Methodism. The instructions for borrowing are on the book-
shelves. 
John Summerwill 
 
I am really most grateful to John for preparing this series of authoritative articles for 
the Link. If any of you have missed one of the series I can let you have back copies. 
ED. 
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BY WAY OF CONTRAST 

Last month I expressed our disappointment at finding the lovely Norman church at 

Burton Agnes locked and barred with an iron grill, despite a statement attached to the 

grill saying that the church’s mission was ‘To provide an ever present spiritual focus for 

the community and offer acceptance, forgiveness and hope to all’. 

By way of contrast, the picture shows the interior 

of the Methodist Chapel at Hovingham. A promi-

nent notice proclaimed the chapel open. Inside 

there was another notice inviting people to use 

their new kitchen to make tea and coffee and with-

in the church was a prominent and interesting dis-

play about the history of Methodism in the area. 

There was even a bowl of water for any thirsty dog 

at the entrance to the chapel. The whole atmos-

phere was welcoming and bright and I came away 

feeling I knew what that chapel stood for and how 

it viewed its role in the life of the community. Per-

haps we could have a think about that at Lidgett? 

Stan Pearson 

THE ECUMENICAL YOUTH GROUP 
 
Some of you may be aware that there have been on-going talks between St. Andrew’s, 
St. Edmund’s and Lidgett Park about appointing a youth worker to work with young 
people aged 10+ across the three churches. This is a difficult age group when many 
young people are lost to the church. It seems good to work with this group ecumeni-
cally in order to make a more attractive, larger group.  We have one or two young peo-
ple in this age range, who may find such a set-up more suitable than our current Junior 
church, which holds much younger children.  Next week a new Scout troop will begin 
using our premises and they are keen to have contact with the church.   
 
It is envisaged that, depending on the volunteer’s skills, they will initiate drama / music 
acting as a role model for young teenagers. They will work on Sunday mornings and 
weekday events as well as in local schools. They will be involved with holiday projects, 
work alongside other youth workers, uniformed leaders, ministers and mother and 
toddler groups. 
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At first some of us were looking for funding for a full-time youth worker for 3 years.  It 
soon became apparent that this was not feasible.  Daniel suggested using the “Time 
for God”, a group who supply a young person to work with a church or group of 
churches for a year.  The person usually comes from abroad, which may mean 
Australia, U.S.A. etc. in which case they will speak English or it may be from eastern 
Europe, where English may be a second language.  There is a smaller fund required as 
the person is a volunteer and not waged. 
 
I think it is important for our young people that we take part in this.  It is also 
important that we are seen to be taking seriously our commitment to ecumenical 
work in this community. The project costs around £7,000 for the year.  St. Andrew’s 
will fund half and St. Edmund’s are asked to share the other half with Lidgett Park.  
 
I have been asked to confirm that we are able to supply the following: 
 
The funding, which would be £1,750 for Lidgett to find. 
 
A host is needed to provide a room for the volunteer for at least 6 months and s/he 
will need access to the kitchen and a place to store his/her food.   
 
A youth leader from each church is required to work with the “Time for God” 
volunteer. 
 
2 representatives from each church will be needed for the Management group. 
 
I need to confirm that we have the money, the youth worker, the management group 
reps and the host in place. 
 
I hope you will feel that this is something we should be supporting and I would be 
grateful if anyone feels they can offer help with any of these commitments. 
 
Patricia Davies 

A NOTE FOR YOUR  DIARY 

Musical Concert in aid of St Gemma’s Hospice  

Monday 24th October at 7.30pm at St Edmund’s.   

Tickets £10 from Sheila Miller (266 8535) 
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THOUGHTS FROM A HOUSE GROUP 

The Shadwell / Lidgett house group continues to meet to think about what is involved 

in Being Christian using Rowan Williams’ book. At our recent meeting we were 

thinking about the Bible. Williams makes the point that for many centuries Christians 

heard the Bible read aloud in the company of other believers rather than reading it. 

The Christian life is a listening life and the Bible is where Christians hear God speaking. 

Jesus taught in parables and as we listen to the stories we have to digest them, allow 

them to work on us and then decide what has changed as a result of hearing the story. 

The parable draws us in to think about our relationship with God and leaves us with 

the question at the end, ‘Who am I and where do I fit into this story?’ Similarly, with 

the Bible as a whole we must listen to the whole story and not focus on details in 

isolation. It is the story of how people heard and responded to God at particular times 

and in particular circumstances. Some of the responses are shocking and because 

something is in the Bible doesn't mean that it is right or that God approves of it. 

Rather, Williams suggests that we need to approach the whole of the Bible as if it 

were a parable of Jesus. God speaks to us by giving us stories and by giving us 

examples of how people reacted in their laws, their proverbs and their songs. The 

details of biblical history are not important as historical details as such but they tell us 

how people in particular circumstances reacted and responded to God. We are then 

faced with the question where do I fit into this and what do I make of it? 

For the Christian the stories are read through the person of Jesus in whose life, death 

and resurrection a new depth of meaning is laid bare. If the whole Bible is about God 

speaking and human beings responding, it is by looking at the story of Jesus that we 

discover how to read the rest of it. In the story of Jesus we see what unequivocal 

obedience and love look like. It is through the life and person of Jesus that we 

recognise patterns of faithful and unfaithful response to God, 

Finally, as we read the Bible together we need to listen not only to what the Bible is 

saying to us but also what it is saying to those around us and what it said to those in 

the past. People turn to the Bible to help them respond to God in the situations in 

which they find themselves. For example, the way the Bible speaks to people who are 

oppressed and disadvantaged may be different from the way it speaks to people in the 

affluent West. As we read the stories and ask ourselves where we find ourselves 

within them we need also to ask how we are going to be renewed by reading them 

together. 

Stan Pearson 
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PROJECT PENNIES 

Margaret Lee would like to remind you that she is still collecting pennies and loose 
change to add to the project funds. You can collect these in whatever type of 
container you wish - the bigger, the better! Please let Margaret have your collection 
at any time.  

LOOKING AFTER OURSELVES – A MEDITATION 

 

We think a lot about our car, don't we, and it has been said that if only we looked 
after ourselves in the same way as we look after the car, we'd probably make out 
better. Let's think about this. If, when we are driving, we run out of fuel then the car 
will come to a halt, so we regularly stop at the filling station. If we hurtle everywhere 
in overdrive, then the engine will burn out, so we drive more carefully and sedately. If 
we neglect to regularly maintain and service the car, it will run sluggishly and very 
likely develop serious problems requiring costly repairs. So what do we do? We look 
after it. We care for it and always make sure that we have fuel in the tank. 

But what about ourselves? Often, aren't we guilty of not looking after ourselves as 
well as we look after the car? Sometimes we seem to get away with 'it', whether 'it' 
means insufficient sleep and rest, overwork, poor eating habits, worry, seeing the neg-
ative side of everything and everybody, obsession with relatively unimportant things 
etc.  But often we run out of fuel, burn up our minds and bodies prematurely, courting 
collapse. We simply do not think of giving ourselves the basic routine care that we 
give to the car. 

It is clear that we need regular care and maintenance. Such as? For a start there is 
physical exercise and enough restful sleep. Then there is finding time for quietness 
and reflection, for meditation and prayer. Then there is feeling wanted and useful, 
being part of a caring and compassionate group. 

So, do we fill up our tank ( ie boost our energy reserves ) during the day? Do we regu-
larly attend to the maintenance of our bodies and our spiritual needs? Do we change 
gear when needed, ie adjust the pace of our lives to that which is required in order to 
be most effective? 

It's worth thinking about, isn't it. 

Gerry Leake 
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WHO’S WHO 

Ministers   Rev. Dr Daniel Mwailu  2681757 

Church Stewards   Betty Ashton   2935832 

     Daphne Barton  2664999 

     Jan Sanders   2933700 

     Jenny Dalton   2934588 

     Ruth Albiges   2665482 

     Val Faint   2663433 

Church Council Secretary  Susan Philo   2685204 

Church Treasurer   Alan Wittrick   2613392 

Treasurer’s Assistant   Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Senior Property Steward  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Senior Communion Steward Val Faint   2663433 

Room Bookings (long term) J Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Room Bookings (one-off )  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Junior Church Contact  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Pastoral Secretaries   Kathy Benson   2941059 

     Val Faint   2663433  

Worship Consultation  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Organist/Lidgett Singers  David Wilks   2932960 

Car Rota Organiser   John Wells   2661952 

Church Notices   Pat Brooke   2678506 

Editor of The Link   Stanley Pearson  2736463 

Benevolent Fund Secretary   Barbara Holmes  2686499 

Christian Aid Organiser  Heather Fry   2933784 
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Churches Together Rep  Barbara Belsham   2737192 

Link Distribution Manager  Joyce Toms    2933693 

Church Flowers   Margaret Lee    2663876 

House Groups   Margaret Mattocks   2668727 

     Stanley Pearson   2736463 

     Gerry Leake    2664856 

Stewardship Envelopes  Paul Nolan    2663160 

Gift Aid Secretary   Garth White    2730313 

Ladies Group Secretaries  Lynne Pullein    2665303 

     Margaret Huskisson   2666781 

Badminton    Jackie Bennett   2684914 

Church Walking Group  Peter Harper    2662310 

Drama Group    Carol Russell     2698341 

Simply Stitching   Audrey Gabbitas   2664979 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  Pat Nolan     2663160 

Church Cleaning   Angela Bowers   07749877933 

3rd Roundhay Brownies  Jan Ridsdale    2684873 

Candy Stripes    Office     2757697 

Play Centre Group   Jeanette Bartle    07985569146 

Toddler Group (Thursday)  lidgettparktodds@hotmail.co.uk 
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FLORENCE HAIR 

FASHIONS 

A Wella Premier Salon 
· Open Monday to Saturday Weekly 
· Perming, Colouring and Styling specialists 
· Competitive rates for Senior Citizens 
· Special Prices for children 
· Registered Hairdressers – of course! 
· Client Parking 
· Friendly and Helpful Experts 
Do you have a problem with transport or mobility? We operate an 
entirely free of charge collection service each Thursday and Friday. 
We pick you up and take you home again! 
Is this what you are looking for from your hair specialists? Then why 
not give us a call? Or leave a message on our after hours voice mail 
and we’ll get back to you! 

Do give us a try – you won’t regret it! 

145 Easterly Road 
Leeds LS8 2RY. 
0113 2402 556 

NUMBER QUIZ ANSWERS (with thanks to Ed Dodman) 

1. Interesting: some authorities say seven, some eight and some nine. You’ll have 

to check them out in Matthew’s gospel and make your own mind up.  I favour 

eight. 

2. Two ( bourbon once, scotch twice, irish three times) 
3. Catch 22 
4. We don’t know – the answer is blowing in the wind 
5. Three  (Joy, Teddy and Babs) 
6. Two (Don and Phil) 
7. Six (Pugh, Pugh, Barney McGrew, Cuthbert, Dibble and Grubb) or seven if you 

include Captain Flack 
8. Seven ( I,V,X,L,C,D,M). Most people forget about D. 
9. Four (Julian, Dick, Anne and George). Timmy was a dog. 
10. Eight. 
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